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With  today's  opening  of  the  last  three-mile  sec- 
tion of  the  Northern  State  Parkway  and  the  entire 
six-mile  length  of  the  Sagtikos  State  Parkway,  the 
Long  Island  State  Park  Commission  has  achieved 
two  major  objectives  in  a  comprehensive  arterial 
program  conceived  over  twenty-five  years  ago. 

In  1952,  over  forty  million  cars  will  cross  the 
New  York  City  line  from  the  city  expressways  and 
parkways  and  use  the  1  06  miles  of  State  parkways 
in  Nassau  and  Suffolk  counties.  These  two  arterial 
routes,  the  Northern  and  the  Southern,  carry  Long 
Island  traffic  east  and  west,  with  several  north- 
south  links,  including  the  new  Sagtikos  State  Park- 
way. Along  the  Jones  Beach  reef,  the  Ocean  Park- 
way connects  twenty  miles  of  bathing  beaches 
from  Jones  Inlet  to  Fire  Island  Inlet. 

All  this  is  a  far  cry  from  the  day  in  1927  when 
the  first  mile  of  the  Southern  State  Parkway  at 
Hempstead  Lake  was  opened  to  the  public.  Six 
years  later,  in  July,  1933,  the  first  section  of  the 
Northern  State  Parkway,  from  New  York  City  to 
Mineola,  was  completed.  By  seven  successive  con- 
struction stages,  the  Northern  has  grown,  until, 
today,  motorists  may  drive  to  its  final  terminus,  the 
intersection  with  the  Sagtikos  and  Sunken  Meadow 
State  Parkways  near  Commack  in  Suffolk  County. 

The  Sagtikos  carries  the  motorist  southerly 
across  the  Island  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  South- 
ern State  Parkway,  thereby  closing  the  eastern  gap 
in  the  State  Parkway  system.  Eventually,  from  these 
intersections,  three  spurs  will  radiate.  The  first, 
Sunken  Meadow  State  Parkway,  now  under  con- 
struction, will  carry  traffic  north  to  the  Jericho  Turn- 


pike and  on  to  the  expanded  Sunken  Meadow 
State  Park  on  Long  Island  Sound.  The  second,  Cap- 
tree  State  Parkway,  also  under  construction,  will 
carry  traffic  south  to  the  Montauk  Highway  and 
across  Great  South  Bay  to  Captree  Island  and  the 
eastern  tip  of  the  Ocean  Parkway  on  Jones  Beach. 
The  third,  Heckscher  State  Parkway,  is  planned  to 
carry  the  motorist  eleven  miles  to  the  east  along 
the  south  shore  to  Heckscher  State  Park. 

When  all  of  these  parkways  are  completed,  the 
state  parkway  system  in  Nassau  and  Suffolk  coun- 
ties will  have  a  total  length  of  130  miles.  177 
stone-faced  parkway  bridges  will  effectively  sepa- 
rate cross  traffic  at  intersections.  Eleven  bridges  — 
including  a  2-mile  long  Great  South  Bay  Bridge 
and  four  drawbridges  —  on  three  causeways  will 
carry  cars  across  the  bay  areas  to  the  barrier 
beaches.  Motorists  from  upstate  New  York  will 
be  able  to  drive  through  the  metropolitan  area 
and  Nassau  County  to  points  well  out  in  Suffolk 
without  a  traffic  light.  This  is  our  plan  conceived 
more  than  twenty-five  years  ago  for  an  integrated 
comprehensive,  city  and  state  parkway  system. 

Ingenious  design,  as  exemplified  in  the  recently 
built  parkway  sections,  together  with  a  moderate 
speed  limit,  is  responsible  for  a  low  accident 
record  of  one  fatality  per  hundred  million  vehicle 
miles,  compared  to  the  national  average  rate  of 
over  seven.  On  these  new  parkways,  there  are 
two  25-foot  concrete  roadways  separated  by  a 
grass  mall.  Accelerating  and  decelerating  lanes 
provide  easy  access  at  intersections  without  im- 
peding the  free  flow  of  through  traffic. 


For  greater  visibility  these  access  lanes  are  of 
white  concrete,  as  is  the  mountable  parkway  curb, 
while  the  through  parkway  lanes  are  colored  with 
carbon  black  for  contrast.  Level,  grass  shoulders 
are  provided  for  parking  disabled  cars,  preventing 
dangerous  obstruction  of  the  through  traffic  lanes. 
Attractive  bridges  and  generous  landscaping  with 
trees  and  shrubs  carry  out  the  parkway  idea.  Local 
zoning  and  state  laws  protect  the  parkway  from 
billboards  and  other  undesirable  roadside  eye- 
sores and  distractions. 

It  may  seem  a  coincidence  that  at  the  very  time 
the  last  stretch  of  the  Northern  State  Parkway  is 
opened,  we  are  also  overhauling  the  original  sec- 
tion of  this  parkway  completed  twenty  years  ago. 
Last  year  a  concrete  center  divider  was  installed 
throughout  this  first  section  to  separate  opposing 
lanes  of  traffic.  This  year  the  same  section  of  park- 
way is  being  further  improved  and  widened  to 
provide  traffic  lanes  of  higher  design  standards. 
As  part  of  last  year's  program,  snow-melting 
equipment  was  installed  under  the  pavement  near 
the  City  line  to  provide  protection  against  skidding 
where  there  is  a  steep  grade. 

As  the  parkway  system  has  grown,  commuter 
and  tourist  traffic  has  also  greatly  increased.  On 
a  Saturday  in  July,  1952,  nearly  one  hundred 
thousand  cars  passed  a  check  point  on  the  South- 
ern State  Parkway  in  Nassau  County.  This  tre- 
mendous road  population  reflects  not  only  the  in- 
crease in  housing  development  on  Long  Island  but 
also  the  increasing  recreational  pressure  on  the 
state  parks.  The  Long  Island  State  Park  Commis- 
sion is  continually  expanding  its  program  to  meet 
this  challenge. 

At  Jones  Beach  State  Park,  our  program  pro- 
vides recreation  for  a  daytime  population  of  1  50,- 
000  people.  In  the  summer  of  1952  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  Jones  Beach  Theatre,  all  atten- 
dance records  have  been  broken.  The  musical 
extravaganza,  "A  Night  in  Venice,"  played  to 


capacity  audiences  throughout  the  season  and  has 
set  a  pattern  for  this  type  of  entertainment  for 
many  summers  to  come.  At  the  same  time  addi- 
tional parking  space  along  the  oceanfront  has 
been  completed,  refreshment  stands  added,  the 
boardwalk  extended  and  a  new  sewage  disposal 
plant  opened.  Plans  for  additional  improvements 
are  well  under  way. 

The  construction  of  the  Captree  State  Parkway 
across  the  Great  South  Bay,  delayed  because  of 
the  steel  shortage,  is  scheduled  for  completion  in 
1  954.  Thereby  opening  a  new  route  to  the  westerly 
beaches  from  Suffolk  County.  At  Captree  Island 
a  boat  basin  will  be  built,  making  possible  a 
shorter  ferry  route  to  Fire  Island  State  Park,  and 
quick  access  to  fishing  grounds. 

On  the  north  shore,  where  a  large  easily  acces- 
sible public  park  is  much  needed,  additional  lands 
have  recently  been  acquired  at  Sunken  Meadow 
State  Park,  and  rapid  expansion  of  the  facilities 
of  this  park  on  Long  Island  Sound  is  planned. 
Additional  beach-front  parking  space  will  be  built 
and  greater  beach  areas  opened  to  the  public. 
The  completion  of  the  Sunken  Meadow  Parkway 
will  provide  a  direct  route  to  this  park  which 
promises  in  the  future  to  become  a  second  Jones 
Beach.  Wildwood  State  Park,  a  little  further  east, 
will  also  have  additional  waterfront. 

The  Commission  continues  to  expand  its  pro- 
gram of  parks  into  two  types:  bathing  beaches  at 
Jones  Beach,  Sunken  Meadow,  Wildwood,  Orient, 
Heckscher,  Fire  Island  and  Hither  Hills  State  Parks, 
and  picnicking  and  general  outing  areas  at  Valley 
Stream,  Hempstead  Lake,  Belmont  Lake  and  Mon- 
tauk  Point.  These  park  and  parkway  plans  reflect 
our  objective  which  is  to  provide  a  comprehensive 
system  of  adequate,  accessible  and  well-designed 
state  recreational  facilities  on  Long  Island. 


Cement  finishers  at  work  on  the  Sagtikos  State  Parkway. 


Pouring  concrete  abutments  for  bridge. 


Steel  girders  in  place. 


Sagtikos  Parkway  at  Pilgrim  State  Hospital. 


The  finished  bridge  —  Crooked  Hill  Road. 


The  Sagtikos  State  Parkway,  six  miles 
long,  is  a  four-lane  divided  parkway 
connecting  the  Northern  and  Southern 
State  Parkways  in  Suffolk  County.  These 
views  show  the  work  as  it  progressed. 

The  right  of  way,  provided  by  Suf- 
folk County,  together  with  a  section 
through  Pilgrim  State  Hospital  furnished 
by  the  State  Department  of  Mental  Hy- 
giene, and  a  section  three  miles  in  length 
dedicated  by  Sarah  Diodati  Gardiner, 
averages  350  feet  in  width. 

"Sagtikos"  is  the  phonetic  version  of  the 
Indian  place  name  "Sagtekoos"  mean- 
ing "snake  with  the  hissing  throat."  It 
was  the  name  the  Indians  gave  to  the 
neck  of  land  which  became  part  of  the 
Gardiner  tract  in  the  Town  of  Islip. 
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SUBSTRUCTURE  .  .  .  Great  South  Bay  Bridge. 


CAPTREE 


The  concrete  piers  and  piles  forming 
the  substructure  of  the  Captree  State 
Parkway  across  the  Great  South  Bay 
have  been  completed,  as  shown  in  these 
views.  However,  because  of  the  steel 
shortage,  erection  of  the  superstructure 
has  been  delayed  and  the  causeway  is 
not  expected  to  be  opened  to  traffic 
until  the  Spring  of  1954. 


AIRVIEW  .  .  .  Captree  Causeway. 


CONSTRUCTION  .  .  .  Drawbridge. 


CENTER  SPAN  .  .  .  Captree  Bridge,  to  be  completed  by  summer  of  1954. 


STATE  PARKWAY 

Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  Southern  and  the  Sagtikos  Parkways,  the  Captree  project  proceeds 
south  to  the  Montauk  Highway,  east  of  Babylon,  and  then  to  Conklin  Point  and  across  the  Great  South  Bay  to 
the  traffic  circle  at  the  eastern  end  of  Ocean  Parkway  at  Captree  Island. 

Grade  separations  with  access  to  the  Southern  State  Parkway,  Sunrise  Highway,  and  Montauk  Highway 
have  been  provided.  On  the  mainland,  the  parkway  will  have  two  24  foot  roadways  separated  by  a 
grass  mall,  level  grass  shoulders  and  mountable  curbing.  The  Great  South  Bay  bridge  is  10,800  feet  long.  In 
the  center,  the  main  span  provides  clearance  of  60  feet  above  mean  high  water,  adequate  for  the  passage 
of  any  boat  capable  of  navigating  the  bay. 

Across  the  State  Boat  Channel  a  610  foot  double-leaf  drawbridge  will  provide  a  clearance  of  30  feet 
above  mean  high  water  when  closed. 


DRAWBRIDGE  .  .  .  over  the  State  Boat  Channel  as  it  will  look  when  completed. 


JONES  BEACH  STATE  PARK 

The  park  has  just  completed  the  great- 
est year  in  its  quarter-century  history. 
Every  attendance  record  was  shattered, 
due  primarily  to  the  successful  opening 
season  of  the  new  $4,000,000  Jones 
Beach  Theatre  shown  on  the  left  where 
the  musical  spectacle  "A  Night  in  Ven- 
ice" played  to  capacity  crowds.  The 
same  production  with  innovations  will 
be  presented  in  1953. 

In  addition  to  the  stadium,  new  park- 
ing fields,  refreshment  stands,  comfort 
stations  and  other  facilities  have  been 
completed  at  the  park. 
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